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3STATEMENT OF FAITH AND PRACTICE

The foundations for the ministry of a New Testament Church 
are those doctrines and beliefs that serve to guide its purpose 
and activities. Beliefs are not worth much unless they are well 
articulated, understood and then translated into actions. 

Within the body of this document you will find those foundational 
biblical and ethical beliefs that help to provide the distinctive 
purposes of First Redeemer Church. In fact, in order to become a 
member of this body of Christ, one must share these beliefs and 
practice these beliefs in their daily living.

Also included are our Church Covenant and Mission Statement. 
When a person agrees to membership in First Redeemer Church, 
they, by such action, also covenant with the other members of the 
Church to keep those attitudes and actions that are found in the 
Church Covenant. The Mission Statement provides the Church 
with a clear understanding of its direction and purpose as it seeks 
to fulfill the mission Christ has given His Church on earth.

It is the hope of First Redeemer Church that through a thorough 
study of this Statement of Faith, we as a Church membership, 
will be well acquainted with our system of beliefs so that as the 
Scriptures instruct us, we will, “always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks us to give the reason for the hope 
we have.” 
1 Pet. 3:15.
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5STATEMENT OF FAITH AND PRACTICE

I. HOW WE VIEW THESE TRUTHS WE BELIEVE

A. IN ESSENTIAL BELIEFS – WE HAVE UNITY

“There is one body and one Spirit…one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of us all…” 
Eph. 4:4-6.

“How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity.”  
Ps. 133:1.

B. IN NONESSENTIAL BELIEFS – WE HAVE LIBERTY

“Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable maters… Who are you to judge 
someone else’s servant? To their own Master, servants stand or fall… So then, each of us will give an account 
of ourselves to God… So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God.” 
Rom. 14:1, 4,12, 22.

C. IN ALL OUR BELIEFS – WE SHOW LOVE

“If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging 
cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith 
that can move mountains, but do not have love, I gain nothing.”  
1 Cor. 13:1-2.
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8 STATEMENT OF FAITH AND PRACTICE

II. WHAT WE BELIEVE

A. THE SCRIPTURES
The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is the record of God’s revelation of Himself to 
man. It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. It has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, 
without any mixture of error, for its matter. It reveals the principles by which God judges us; and therefore 
is, and will remain to the end of the world, the true center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by 
which all human conduct, creeds, and religious opinions should be tried. In the most succinct terms it is 
the infallible, inerrant Word of God and is the supreme and final authority for the Christian in all matters of 
faith and practice. The criterion by which the Bible is to be interpreted is Jesus Christ.
Ex. 24:4; Deut. 4:1-2, 17:19; Josh. 8:34; Ps. 19:7-10; 119:11, 89, 105, 140; Isa. 34:16; 40:8; Jer. 15:14, 36; Matt. 5:17-18; 22-29; Luke 21:33; 24:44-46; 
John 5:39; 16:13-15; 17:17; Acts 2:16; 17:11; Rom. 15:4; 16:25-26; 2 Tim. 3:15-17; Heb. 1:1-2; 4:12; 1 Pet. 1:25; 2 Pet. 1:19-21.

B. GOD
There is one and only one living and true God. He is an intelligent, spiritual, and personal Being, the Creator, 
Redeemer, Preserver, and Ruler of the universe. God is infinite in holiness and all other perfection. To Him 
we owe the highest love, reverence, and obedience. The eternal God reveals Himself to us as Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, with distinct personal attributes, but without division of nature, essence, or being.

1. God the Father
God as father reigns with providential care over His universe, His creatures, and the flow of the 
stream of human history according to the purposes of His grace. He is all-powerful, all loving, 
and all wise. God is Father in truth to those who become children of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ.  He is fatherly in His attitude toward all men.
Gen. 1:1; 2:7; Ex. 3:14; 6:2-3; 15:11; 20:1; Lev. 2:22; Deut. 6:4; 32:6; 1 Chron. 29:10; Ps. 19:1-3; Isa. 43:4, 15; 64:8; Jer. 10:10; 17:13; 
Matt. 6:9; 7:11; 23:9; 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; John 4:24; 5:26; 14:6-13; 17:1-8; Acts 1:7; Rom. 8:14-15; 1 Cor. 8:4; Gal. 4:6; Eph. 4:6; Col. 
1:15; 1 Tim. 1:17; Heb. 11:4; 12:9; 1 Pet. 1:17; 1 John 5:7.

2. God the Son
Christ is the eternal Son of God. In His incarnation as Jesus Christ, He was conceived of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will of God, taking 
upon Himself the demands and necessities of human nature and identifying Himself completely 
with mankind, yet without sin. He honored the divine law by His personal obedience, and in 
His death on the cross He made provision for the redemption of men from sin. He was raised 
from the dead with a glorified body and appeared to His disciples as the person who was with 
them before His crucifixion. He ascended into heaven and is now exalted at the right hand of 
God where He is the One mediator, partaking of the nature of God and of man, and in whose 
Person is effected the reconciliation between God and man. He will return in power and glory 
to judge the world and to consummate His redemptive mission. He now dwells in all believers 
as the living and ever-present Lord.
Gen. 18:1; Ps. 2:1; 110:1; Isa. 7:14, 53; Matt. 1:18-23; 3:17; 8:29; 11:27; 14:33; 16:16, 27; 17:5, 27; 28:1-6; 19; Mark 1:1, 3:11; Luke 
1:35; 4:41; 22:70; 24:46; John 1:1-18, 29; 10:30, 38: 11:25-27; 12:44-50; 16:15-16, 28; 17:1-5, 21-22; 20:1-20, 28; Acts 1:9; 2:22-24; 
7:55-56; 9:4-5, 20; Rom. 1:3-4; 3:23-26; 5:21; 8:1-3, 34; 10:4; 1 Cor. 30; 2:2, 8:6; 15:1-8, 24-28; 2 Cor. 5:19-21; Gal. 4:4-5; Eph. 1:20, 
3:ll; 4:7-10; Phil. 2:5-11; Col. 1:13-22; 2:9; 1 Thess. 4:14-18; 1 Tim. 2:5-6; 3:16; Titus 2:13-14; Heb. 1:1-3; 4:14-15; 7:14-28; 9:12-15, 
24-28; 12:2, 13:8; 1 Pet. 2:21-25; 3:22; 1 John 1:7-9; 3:2, 4:14-15; 5:9; 2 John 7-9; Rev. 1:13-16; 5:9-14; 12:10-11; 13:8, 19:16.

3. God the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God. He inspired holy men of old to write the Scriptures. 
Through illumination, He enables men to understand truth. He exalts Christ. He convicts of 
sin, of righteousness and of judgment. He calls men to the Savior and effects regeneration. 
He cultivates Christian character, comforts believers, and bestows the spiritual gifts by which 
they serve God through His Church. He seals the believer unto the day of final redemption.  
His presence in the Christian is the assurance of God to bring the believer into the fullness 
of the stature of Christ. He enlightens and empowers the believer and the Church in worship, 
evangelism and service.
Gen. 1:2; Judges 14:6; Job 26:13; Ps. 51:11; 139:7; Isa. 61:1-3; Joel 2:28-32; Matt. 3:16; 4:1; 12:28-32; 28:19; Mark 1:10,12; Luke 1:35; 
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4:1, 18-19; 11:13; 12:12; 24:29; John 4:24; 14:16-17, 26; 15:26; 16:7-14; Acts 1:8, 2:1-4, 38; 4:31; 5: 36; 7:55; 8:17, 39; 10:44; 13:2; 
15:28; 16:6; 19:1-6; Rom. 8:9-11, 14-16, 26-27; 1 Cor. 2:10-14; 3:16; 2:3-11; Gal. 4:6; Eph. 4:30, 5:18; 1 Thess. 5:9; 1 Tim. 3:16; 4:1; 
2 Tim. 1:14; 3:16; Heb. 9:8, 14; 2 Pet. 1:21; 1 John 4:13, 5:6-7; Rev. 1:10; 22:17.

C. MAN
Man was created by the special act of God, in His own image, and is the crowning work of His creation.  
In the beginning, man was innocent of sin and was endowed by his Creator with freedom of choice. By 
his free choice, man sinned against God and brought sin into the human race. Through the temptation of 
Satan, man transgressed the command of God and fell from his original innocence; whereby his posterity 
inherits a nature and an environment inclined toward sin, and as soon as they are capable of moral action 
become transgressors and are under condemnation. Only the grace of God can bring man into His holy 
fellowship and enable man to fulfill the creative purpose of God. The sacredness of human personality is 
evident in that God created man in His own image, and in that Christ died for man; therefore every man 
possesses dignity and is worthy of respect and Christian love.
Gen. 1:26-30; 2:5, 7, 18-22; 3; 9:6; Ps. 1; 8:3-6; 32:1-5; 51:5; Isa. 6:5; Jer. 17:5; Matt. 16:26; Acts 17:26-31; Rom. 1:19-32; 3:10-18, 23; 5:6, 12, 19; 6:6; 
7:14-25; 8:14-18, 29; 1 Cor. 1:21-31; 15:19, 21-22; Eph. 2:1-22; 3:9-11.

D. SALVATION
Salvation involves the redemption of the whole man, and is offered freely to all who accept Jesus Christ as 
Savior, Who by His own blood obtained eternal redemption for the believer. 

Salvation refers to the redemption from sin and is used in the New Testament in the sense of rescuing 
one from danger or eternal destruction (Matt. 8:25; Acts 2:21; 27:20; Rom. 10:10). This experience occurs when one 
believes in Jesus Christ as Savior after having been convicted in his heart concerning the nature of sin (Luke 

18:9-14; John 16:8-11), repentance from that sin (Luke 13:3), confession of sin (Rom. 10:9-10; 1 John 1:9), and faith in Christ 
demonstrated by the acceptance of the gift of eternal life (John 3:16).

When a person believes upon Jesus Christ and accepts His offer of salvation by faith apart from works 
(Eph. 2:8-10), they become a child of God (John 1:12), and are secure in Him, eternally kept by the power of God 
Himself. Scriptures abound in the Bible that refer to the eternal security of the believer after salvation (John 

10:28-29; Rom. 5:9-10; 8:30; 9:11,16 etc.). In the broadest sense, salvation includes regeneration, sanctification and 
glorification.

1. Regeneration
Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of God’s grace whereby believers become new 
creatures in Christ Jesus.  It is a change of heart wrought by the Holy Spirit through conviction 
of sin, to which the sinner responds in repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Repentance and faith are inseparable experiences of grace.  Repentance is a genuine 
turning from sin toward God. Faith is the acceptance of Jesus Christ and commitment of 
the entire personality to Him as Lord and Savior. Justification is God’s gracious and full 
acquittal upon principles of His righteousness of all sinners who repent and believe in Christ.  
Justification brings the believer into a relationship of peace and favor with God.

2. Sanctification
Sanctification is the experience, beginning in regeneration, by which the believer is set apart 
to God’s purposes, and is enabled to progress toward moral and spiritual perfection through 
the presence and power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in him. Growth in grace should continue 
throughout the regenerate person’s life.

3. Glorification
Glorification is the culmination of salvation and is the final blessed state of the redeemed.
Gen. 3:15; Ex. 3:14-17; 6:2-8; Matt. 4:17; 16:21-26; 27:22 to 28:6; Luke 1:68-69; 2:28-32; John 1:11-14, 29; 3:3-21, 36; 5:24; 10:9, 
28-29; 15:1-6; 17:17; Acts 2:21; 4:12; 15:11; 16:30-31; 17:30-31; Rom. 2:4; 3:23-25; 4:3; 5:8-10; 6:1-23; 8:1-18, 29-39; 10:9-10, 13; 
13:11-14; 1 Cor. 1:18, 30; 6:19-20; 15:10; 2 Cor. 5:17-20; Gal. 2:20; 3:13; 5:22-25; 6:15; Eph. 1:17; 2:8-22; 4:11-16; Phil. 2:12-13; Col. 
1:9-22; 3:1; Heb. 2:1-3; 5:8-9; 2 Tim. 1:12; Titus 2:11-14; 1 Thess. 5:23-24; 9:24-28; 11:1-12:8, 14; James 2:14-26; 1 Pet. 1:2-23; 1 
John 1:6 to 2:11; Rev. 3:20; 21:1-22:5.

FRStatementFaithBookPRINTfile.indd   9 8/27/15   3:37 PM



10 STATEMENT OF FAITH AND PRACTICE

E. GOD’S PURPOSE OF GRACE
Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He regenerates, sanctifies and glorifies 
sinners.  It is consistent with the free agency of man, and comprehends all the means in connection with 
the end.  It is a glorious display of God’s sovereign goodness, and is infinitely wise, holy and unchangeable. 
It excludes boasting and promotes humility.

All true believers endure to the end. Those whom God has accepted in Christ, and sanctified by His Spirit, 
will never fall away from the state of grace, but shall persevere to the end. Believers may fall into sin 
through neglect and temptation, whereby they grieve the Spirit, impair their graces and comforts, bring 
reproach on the cause of Christ, and temporal judgments on themselves, yet they shall be kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation.
Gen. 12:1-3; Ex. 19:5-8; 1 Sam. 8:4-7, 19-22; Isa. 5:1-7; Jer. 31:31; Matt. 16:18-19; 21:28-45; 24:22, 31; 25:34; Luke 1:68-79; 2:29-32; 19:41-44; 24:44-
48; John 1:12-14; 3:16; 5:24; 6:44-45, 65; 10:27-29; 15:16; 17:6, 12, 17-18; Acts 20:32; Rom. 5:9-10; 8:28-39; 10:12-15; 11:5-7, 26-36; 1 Cor. 1:1-2; 
15:24-28; Eph. 1:4-23; 2:1-10; 3:1-11; Col. 1:12-14; 2 Thess. 2:13-14; 2 Tim. 1:12; 2:10, 19; Heb. 11:39-12:2; 1 Pet. 1:2-5, 13; 2:4-10; 1 John 1:7-9; 
2:19; 3:2.

F. THE CHURCH
A New Testament Church of the Lord Jesus Christ is a local body of baptized believers who are associated 
by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gospel, observing the two ordinances of Christ, being the 
Lord’s Supper and Baptism by Immersion, committed to His teachings, exercising the gifts, rights and 
privileges invested in them by His Word, and seeking to extend the gospel to the ends of the earth.

The Church is an autonomous body, operating under the lordship of Jesus Christ.  In such a congregation, 
members are equally responsible. The New Testament speaks also of the Church as the body of Christ, 
which includes all of the redeemed of all the ages. As the body of Christ, the Church is more than an 
organization; it is an organism, a living thing. Therefore, it helps to impart an understanding of life to those 
who are a part of it.
Matt. 16:15-19; 18:15-20; Acts 2:41-42, 47; 5:11-14; 6:3-6; 13:1-3; 14:23, 27; 15:1-30; 16:5; 20:28; Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:2; 3:16; 5:4-5; 7:17; 9:13-14; 12; 
Eph. 1:22-23; 2:19-22; 3:8-11, 21; 5:22-32; Phil. 1:1; Col. 1:18; 1 Tim. 3:1-15; 4:14; 1 Pet. 5:1-4; Rev. 2-3; 21:2-3.

G. THE LEADERSHIP OF THE CHURCH
Many responsibilities are incumbent upon those who seek leadership roles within the New Testament 
Church. When such roles are understood and followed as they are given in the New Testament, the Church 
can be assured of harmony, unity and the successful fulfillment of the mission that it has been given by 
Jesus Christ. 

1. Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church
The head of the Church is Jesus Christ Himself. The Church is spoken of in the New Testament 
as the Bride of Christ. As the husband is the head of the wife, so Christ is head of the Church. 
Eph. 1:22-23; 5:23; Col. 1:18.

2. The Office of the Pastor
The office of the Pastor is that of a Preacher, to proclaim the whole Gospel through the preaching 
and teaching of the Word of God; a Bishop, to superintend the work of the Church and oversee 
its various ministries; a Pastor, to be shepherd of the flock under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus 
Christ; and a Minister, to serve the people for Jesus’ sake. 
Acts 14:23; 1 Tim. 3:1-7; 5:17-19; Titus 1:5-9; Heb. 13:7,17; 1 Pet. 5:1-5.

3. The Office of the Elders
The Elders of the Church are those Executive Pastors who are ordained to the Ministry of the 
Gospel. They are to live exemplary lives before the Church and society in general. They shall 
act as the general overseers of the work of the Church as required of them by the Scriptures.
Acts 14:23; 1 Tim. 3:1-7; 5:17-19; Titus 1:5-9; Heb. 13:7,17; 1 Pet. 5:1-5.

4. The Office of the Deacons
The office of the Deacon is an office for service to Christ through His Church. Any other 
concept does injustice to the New Testament record. It shall be the duty of the Deacons to 
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meet the requirements for Deacons as set forth by the Church. They shall seek the salvation 
of the lost, promote the Kingdom of God on earth, assist the Pastors in their duties where 
needed, set the example by their daily lifestyle, promote harmony in the Church, and further 
devote themselves to the welfare of the members of the Church.  
Acts 6:1-4; 1 Tim. 3:8-13.

Further information concerning the Officers of the Church and their work is found in the Church 
By-Laws.

H. BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER
Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. It is an act of obedience symbolizing the believer’s faith in a crucified, buried, and risen Savior; the 
believer’s death to sin, the burial of the old life, and the resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ 
Jesus. It is a testimony to his faith in the final resurrection of the dead. Being a Church ordinance, it is 
prerequisite to the privileges of Church membership and to the Lord’s Supper.

The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic act of obedience whereby members of the Church, through partaking 
of the bread and the fruit of the vine, memorialize the death of the Redeemer and anticipate His Second 
Coming.
Matt. 3:13-17; 26:26-30; 28:19-20; Mark 1:9-ll; 14:22-26; Luke 3:21-22; 22:19-20; John 3:23; Acts 2:41-42; 8:35-39; 16:30-33; Acts 20:7; Rom. 6:3-5; 
1 Cor. 10:16, 21; 11:23-29; Col. 2:12.

I. THE LORD’S DAY
The first day of the week is the Lord’s Day. It is a Christian institution for regular observance. It commemorates 
the resurrection of Christ from the dead and should be employed in exercises of worship and spiritual 
devotion, both public and private, and resting from secular employment, work of necessity and mercy only 
being excepted.
Ex. 20:8-11; Matt. 12:1-12; 28:1; Mark 2:27-28; 16:1-7; Luke 24:1-3, 33-36; John 4:21-24; 20:1, 19-28; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-2; Col. 2:16; 3:16; Heb. 
10:25; Rev. 1:10.

J. THE KINGDOM
The Kingdom of God includes both His general sovereignty over the universe and His particular kingship 
over men who willfully acknowledge Him as King. Particularly, the Kingdom is the realm of salvation unto 
which men enter by trustful, childlike commitment to Jesus Christ. Christians ought to pray and to labor 
that the Kingdom may come and God’s will be done on earth. The full consummation of the Kingdom 
awaits the return of Jesus Christ and the end of this age.
Gen. 1:1; Isa. 9:6-7; Jer. 23:5-6; Matt. 3:2; 4:8-10, 23; 12:25-28; 3:1-52; 25:31-46; 26:29; Mark 1:14-15; 9:1; Luke 4:43; 8:1; 9:2; 12:31-32; 17:20-21; 
23:42; John 3:3; 18:36; Acts 1:6-7; 17:22-31; Rom. 5:17; 8:19; 1 Cor. 15:24-28; Col. 1:13; Heb. 11:10, 16; 12:28; 1 Pet. 2:4-10; 4:13; Rev. 1:6, 9; 5:10; 
11:15; 21-22.

K. LAST THINGS
God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring the world to its appropriate end. According to His 
promise, Jesus Christ will return to “rapture” His people from the earth. The dead in Christ shall rise 
first, then those living believers shall be caught up together with Him in the air.  Following a period of 
tribulation on earth, Christ will once again return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords and will judge all men 
in righteousness. The unrighteousness will be consigned to Hell, the place of everlasting punishment. The 
righteousness, in their resurrected and glorified bodies, will receive their reward and will dwell forever in 
Heaven with the Lord.
Isa. 2:4; 11:9; Matt. 16:27; 18:8-9; 19:28; 24:27, 30, 36, 44; 25:31-46; 26:64; Mark 8:38; 9:43-48; Luke 12:40, 48; 16:19-26; 17:22-37; 21:27-28; John 
14:1-3; Acts 1:11; 17:31; Rom. 14:10; 1 Cor. 4:5; 15:24-28; 35-58; 2 Cor. 5:10; Phil. 3:20-21; Col. 1:5; 3:4; 1 Thess. 4:14-18; 5:1; 2 Thess. 1:7; 2; 1 Tim. 
6:14; 2 Tim. 4:1, 8; Titus 2:13; Heb. 9:27-28; James 5:8; 2 Pet. 3:7; 1 John 2:28; Rev. 1-22.

L. EVANGELISM AND MISSIONS
It is the duty and privilege of every follower of Christ and of every Church of the Lord Jesus Christ to 
endeavor to make disciples of all nations. The new birth of man’s spirit of God’s Holy Spirit means the birth 

FRStatementFaithBookPRINTfile.indd   11 8/27/15   3:37 PM



12 STATEMENT OF FAITH AND PRACTICE

of love for others. Missionary effort on the part of all rests thus upon a spiritual necessity of the regenerate 
life, and is expressly and repeatedly commanded in the teachings of Christ. It is the duty of every child of 
God to seek constantly to win the lost to Christ by personal effort and by all other methods in harmony 
with the Gospel of Christ (refer to Mission Statement at the end of this document).
Gen. 12:1-3; Ex. 19:5-6; Isa. 6:1-8; Matt. 9:37-38: 10:5-15; 13:18-30, 37-43; 16:19; 22:9-10; 24:14; 28:18-20; Luke 10:1-18; 24:46-53; John 14:11-12; 
15:7-8, 16; 17:15; 20:21; Acts 1:8; 2; 8:26-40; 10:42-48; 13:2-3; Rom. 10:13-15; Eph. 3:1-11; 1 Thess. 1:8; 2 Tim. 4:5; Heb. 2:1-3; 11:39-12:2; 1 Pet. 
2:4-10; Rev. 22:17.

M. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
The cause of education in the Kingdom of Christ is coordinate with the causes of missions and general 
benevolence, and should receive along with these the liberal support of the churches. An adequate system 
of Christian educational systems is necessary to a complete spiritual program for Christ’s people.

In Christian education, there should be a proper balance between academic freedom and academic 
responsibility. Freedom in any orderly relationship of human life is always limited and never absolute.  
The freedom of a teacher in a Christian school, college, or seminary is limited by the preeminence of 
Jesus Christ, by the authoritative nature of the Scriptures, and by the distinct purpose for which Christian 
education exists.
Deut. 4:1, 5, 9, 14; 6:1-10; 31:12-13; Neh. 8:1-8; Job. 28:28; Ps. 19:7; 119:11; Prov. 3:13; 4:1-10; 8:1-7, 11; 15:14; Eccl. 7:19; Matt. 5:2; 7:24; 28:19-20; 
Luke 2:40; 1 Cor. 1:18-31; Eph. 4:11-16; Phil. 4:8; Col. 2:3, 8-9; 1 Tim. 1:3-7; 2 Tim. 2:15; 3:14-17; Heb. 5:12-6:3; James 1:5; 3:17.

N. STEWARDSHIP
God is the source of all blessings, temporal and spiritual; all that we have and are we owe to Him.  
Christians have a spiritual debtorship to the whole world, a holy trusteeship in the gospel, and a binding 
stewardship in their possessions. Therefore, they are under an obligation to serve Him with their time, 
talents and material possessions; and should recognize all these as entrusted to them to use for the glory 
and advancement of the Redeemer’s cause on earth.
Gen. 14:20; Lev. 27:3-32; Deut. 8:18; Mal. 3:8-12; Matt. 6:1-4; 19:21; 23:3; 25:14-29; Luke 12:16-21, 42; 16:1-3; Acts 2:44-47; 5:1-11; 17:24-25; 20:35; 
Rom. 6:6-22; 12:1-2; 1 Cor. 4:1-2; 6:19-20; 12; 16:1-4; 2 Cor. 8-9; 12:15; Phil. 4:10-19; 1 Pet. 1:18-19.

O. COOPERATION
Christ’s people should, as occasion requires, organize such associations and conventions as may best 
secure cooperation for the great objects of the Kingdom of God. Such organizations have no authority 
over one another or over the Churches. They are voluntary and advisory bodies designed to elicit, combine 
and direct the energies of our people in the most effective manner. Members of New Testament Churches 
should cooperate with one another in carrying forward the missionary, educational, and benevolent 
ministries for the extension of Christ’s Kingdom. Christian unity in the New Testament sense is spiritual 
harmony and voluntary cooperation for common ends by various groups of Christ’s people. Cooperation 
is desirable between the various Christian denominations when the end to be attained is itself justified, 
and when such cooperation involves no violation of conscience or compromise of loyalty to Christ and His 
Word as revealed in the New Testament.
Ex. 17:12; 18:17; Judges 7:21; Ezra 1:3-4; 2:68-69; 5:14-15; Neh. 4; 8:1-5; Matt. 10:5-15; 20:1-16; 22:1-10; 28:19-20; Mark 2:3; Luke 10:1; Acts 1:13-14; 
2:1; 4:31-37; 13:2-3; 15:1-35; 1 Cor. 1:10-17; 3:5-15; 12; 2 Cor. 8-9; Gal. 1:6-10; Eph. 4-16; Phil. 1:15-18.

P. THE CHRISTIAN AND SOCIETY
Every Christian is under obligation to seek to make the will of Christ supreme in his own life and in human 
society. Means and methods used for the improvement of society and the establishment of righteousness 
among men can be truly and permanently helpful only when the are rooted in the regeneration of the 
individual by the saving grace of God in Christ Jesus. The Christian should oppose in the spirit of Christ 
every form of greed, selfishness and vice. He should work to provide for the orphaned, the needy, the 
aged, the helpless and the sick. Every Christian should seek to bring industry, government, and society as 
a whole under the sway of the principles of righteousness, truth, and brotherly love.  In order to promote 
these ends Christians should be ready to work with all men of good will in any good cause, always being 
careful to act in the spirit of love without compromising their loyalty to Christ and His truth.
Ex. 20:3-17; Lev. 6:2-5; Deut. 10:12; 27:17; Ps. 101:5; Mic. 6:8; Zech. 8:16; Matt. 5:13-16, 43-48; 22:36-40; 25:35; Mark 1:29; 2:3-5; 10:21; Luke 4:18-
21; 10:27-37; 20:25; John 15:12; 17:15; Rom. 12-14; 1 Cor. 5:9-10; 6:1-7; 7:20-24; 10:23 – 11:1; Gal. 3:26-28; Eph. 6:5-9; Col. 3:12-17; 1 Thess. 3:12; 
Philem.; James 1:27; 2:8.
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Q. THE CHURCH, THE STATE AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
God alone is Lord of the conscience, and He has left it free from the doctrine and commandments of men 
which are contrary to His Word or not contained in it. Church and state should be separate. The state 
owes to every church protection and full freedom in the pursuit of its spiritual ends. In providing for such 
freedom, no ecclesiastical group or denomination should be favored by the state more than others. Civil 
government being ordained by God, it is the duty of Christians to render loyal obedience thereto in all 
things not contrary to the revealed will of God. The Church should not resort to the civil power to carry 
on its work. The gospel of Christ contemplates spiritual means alone for the pursuit of its ends. The state 
has no right to impose penalties for religious opinions of any kind. The state has no right to impose taxes 
for the support of any form of religion. A free church in a free state is the Christian ideal, and this implies 
the right of free and unhindered access to God on the part of all men, and the right to form and propagate 
opinions in the sphere of religion without interference by the civil power. Religious liberty is based upon the 
dignity of each individual made in the image of God. This doctrine does not stem from any legal document 
of a political state. It is rooted in the Bible. A free state does not create religious freedom. But religious 
freedom alone can make a state truly free.
Gen. 1:27; 2:7; Matt. 6:6-7; 16:26; 22:21; John 8:36; Acts 4:19-20; Rom. 6:1-2; 13:1-7; Gal. 5:1, 13; Phil. 3:20; 1 Tim. 2:1-2; James 4:12; 1 Pet. 2:12-17; 
3:11-17; 4:12-19.
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III.  WHAT WE PRACTICE

Beliefs are not worth much unless they are translated into actions. Based on what the Bible teaches, we 
feel very strongly about the following practices.

A. THE BIBLE AS OUR FINAL AUTHORITY
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so 
that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 
2 Tim. 3:16-17.

Since God’s Word is the only completely reliable and truthful authority, we accept the Bible as our manual 
for living. Our first question when faced with a decision is, “What does the Bible say?” We practice daily 
Bible reading, Bible study, and Bible memorization. The Bible is the basis for all we believe.

B. THE AUTONOMY OF EACH LOCAL CHURCH
“And He is the head of the body, the Church…”  
Col. 1:18.

Christ is the recognized head of our Church, not any person, group, or religious organization. While 
recognizing the value of associating and cooperating with other groups of Christians, we believe every 
local Church should be self-governing and independent from any denominational control.

C. THE PRIESTHOOD OF EVERY BELIEVER
“You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God…”  
Rev. 5:10.

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare 
the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.” 
1 Pet. 2:9.

The Bible teaches that every Christian is called to “full-time” Christian service, regardless of his or her 
vocation. We practice the truth that every believer is a minister by encouraging every member to find a 
place of service and ministry. Every believer has direct access to God through prayer and Bible reading.

D. THE SUPPORT OF THE LOCAL CHURCH THROUGH TITHING
“A tithe of everything…belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord.”  
Lev. 27:30.

We practice tithing for the support of Christ’s Body, the Church, as God commands. We recognize that 
giving 10% of our income is the biblical standard of giving. If tithing was required in the Old Testament by 
the law, we should seek to do that and more because of our love for God. Love is greater than law.

E. BAPTISM IN WATER BY IMMERSION
“Having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with Him through your faith in the 
working of God…” 
Col. 2:12.

We practice baptism by immersion, placing one underwater – the same way that Jesus was baptized in 
the Jordan River. This is the one and only mode recognized by the Word of God. The Scriptures do not give 
the slightest indication of any other mode being used. 

Baptism is an act of obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is not to be viewed as an 
option that one who has accepted Jesus as Savior can choose or not choose. Our Lord has commanded 
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us to participate in this wonderful celebration of the recognition of His death, burial and resurrection. 
Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:16.

F. PARTAKING OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Jesus said, “…This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me…this cup is the new covenant 
in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”   
1 Cor. 11:24-25.

We believe in the observance of the Lord’s Supper as a remembrance of the work that Jesus did for 
us upon the Cross of Calvary. This is one of the ordinances of the Church, the other being Baptism by 
Immersion.

G. DAILY LIVING LED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD
Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit…” 
John 15:5.

We believe the only way possible to live the Christian life is by God’s power within us. Therefore, we seek 
to practice a daily dependence on God’s Spirit to enable us to do what is right. 
Phil. 2:13; Eph. 5:18.

H. TELLING OTHERS ABOUT CHRIST – EVANGELISM
“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.” 
1 Pet. 3:15.

It is the responsibility and joy of every Christian to share the Good News of Salvation through faith with 
those God brings us into contact with. We practice sharing the biblical method of Salvation and bringing 
our friends to Church.

IV. WHAT WE COVENANT TOGETHER

A. It shall be the duty of the members to:
1. Attend the Church’s regular worship services.
2. Cultivate personal holiness.
3. Practice family devotions.
4. Sustain the public ordinances of the Gospel.
5. Contribute to the needful expenditures of the Church.
6. Spread the Gospel to all nations.
7. Relieve the poor as much as possible.
8. Aid each other in sickness and distress.
9. Strive for the growth of the whole body in Christian knowledge and holiness.
10. Govern their actions, conversation and hearts by the precepts of God’s Word.

B. It shall be the duty of the members to honor, esteem and love their Pastor(s) and to pray for them, 
maintaining and manifesting a tender regard for their reputation.

  
C. It shall be the duty of the membership to resolve all disputes according to biblical principles and to 

refrain from suing one another, and if needed, willingly submit themselves to the discipline of the 
Church.

D. It shall be the duty of the members when removing themselves from this Church to unite with another 
Church of like faith and order.
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V. OUR MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of First Redeemer Church is to win, baptize, teach 
and disciple every person possible by every means possible 
until the coming again of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Matt. 28:18-20.

Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version®.  © 1973, 1978, 1984, by International Bible Society.
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Dr. Jeff Jackson, Senior Pastor
2100 Peachtree Parkway, Cumming, GA  30041

678-513-9400
   www.firstredeemer.org
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